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On behalf of theTucson Metro Chamber, I am Writing in support of the proposed settlement of Tucson uecbjc 
Rwet's most recent rate request. While no business rellshes an increase In utility custs, our members 
m q n i z e  TEVs need to cover its rising sewlce costs and appredate the company's efforts to make this 
increase more palatable for local businesses. 

Hlstorfcally, small and medium sized businesses have pald higher utility rates than larger businesses and 

industrial users and state-ylonwwed residential arstomer admates work to shift increases away h.om their 
constbnts and onto small businesses, which typkally lack a say In the process. 

residential arstomer~m This dlmIity reffects the Wllty of rate Case strategy, where hlnd by 

'EP recognized the inequtty of this disparity and has sought to reduce the subsidies that small and medium 
sized businesses are asked to pay fcK the benesit of OURS users. As a result, the Proposed settlement 
agreement in this matter would mitigate the impact of higher decttk rates on the local emploVers whose 
a~xesses will make or break our community's ongdng recovery from a iong, painful recession. 

As difflcuttasthe last four yeas wee, we recognize that m m k  condftims wwld have been worse If TEVs 
rates had not been held stable through an extiended rate freeze that prevented the company from passing 
along its rising owts. Now that conditions are impraving, the time has rn for the Arizona CorporaUon 
Cctmmisslon to approve a reasonable rate increase that will allow l€P to maintain safe, ellable service In a 
way that supportsow eamomk development efforts as well as our quallty of life. The rates before you IX)W 

would aamp~ish those goals while d ~ d n g  a historic burden on small and medium sized businesses. On 
behalf of the Tucson Metro Chamber, whlch rcpremts more than 1,350 businesses employing more than 
105,000 people in the Tucson mebopolltan am, I encourage you to approve the Proposed settlement 
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